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PART 1: SECTION (I) — GENERAL

Government Notifications
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BREGULATIONS made by the Minister of Information and Droadeasting under scetion 30, read
with sections 10 and 25, of the Sri Lanka Press Council Law, No. 6 of 1973, and approved by the |

National State Assembly under section 50 (3) of the said Law.

RmeEwWAY TILLEKARATNE,
Secretary,
Ministry of Information and Broadeasting.

Colombo, 11th June, 1975.

1. These regulations may be cited as the Press Council (General) Regulations, 1978,

”

2. The proprietor, printer, publisher, editor or journalist of any newspaper when required
to do so by the Council shall furnish to the Council, addressed to the Secretary, such returns
and information on such matters as the Council may deem necessary in such manner or form
as the Council may divect by notice served on such proprietor or other person as mentioned

herein.

3. Every such return or information shall be furnished together with such number of
copies thereof as the Council may require and within such number of days as may be determined

by the Counecil.

4. Such notice shall be served on such person by delivery of such notice to the person

concerned at the address of such person or be sent to such person by registered post. e

5. Every such notice or other written request to any such person may be directed to the

person either by name or by designation or bnth.

]

6. Hvery newspaper shall within 50 days of the coming mto operation of these regula-
tions, and thereafter, on or before the 51lst day of January in each subsequent year furnish to.
the Council a return containing the names of the proprietor of the newspaper, itgs printer,
publisher, editor and all working journalists as at the date of such return.

7. Where particulars given undev regulation 6 change from time to time, the Council
<halt be notified of such change within 7 days of the oceurrence of such change. |

8. All returns or information required to be furnished and all applications made orv
required to be made to the Council under these regulations shall be furnished or made to the

. Council, addressed to its Decretary.

9.  Every proprietor and every editor of a newspaper shall, within fourteen days of the -
date of the coming into operation-of these regulations, and every person who Dhecomes =a
proprietor or editor of a newspaper after the said date, shall within fourteen days after he hecomes
such proprietor or editor, make separate apphcations to the Council tor vegistration of their names
as proprietor or editor as the case mav be. TFvery such application shall be renewed " on ot
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before the thirtv-first day of January m each subsequent year.

10. Everv application under regulation 9 shall state the full name of the propifetor: s
and editor and the name of the newspaper and shall further contain _the registered address of the

newspaper and the private address ot the proprictor and editor.
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11. Every proprietor of a newspaper making application for registration or renewal of the

registration of the proprietor’s name shall pay a fee of Rs. 100 with such application.

12. Where any complaint is made or where 1t otherwise comes to the notice of the
Minister that a breach of any of the provisions of the Press Council Law has taken place or that
an offence has been committed thereunder but that no action has been taken in respect of such
breach or such offence, the Minister may direct the Council to take such actlion as 1s necessary

and is in conformity with such Law.

13. All fees, donations, gifts or grants in money shall be paid to the *° Sri Lanka Press
Council. ™

6-—734/1

REGULATIONS made by the Minister of Information and Broadcasting under section 30 read
with section 9, of the Sri Lanka Press Council Law, No. 5 of 1973, and approved by the National
State Assembly under section 80 (3) of the said L.aw.

RipGEWAY TILLEKARATNE.
Secretary,
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

Colombo. 11th June, 1973.

1. These regulations may be cited as the Press Council (Inquiries) Regulations, 1973.

2. Every complaint made to the Council in terms of section 9 of the Press Council Law
shall be in writing setting out that there has been published in a newspaper a statement, picture
or other matter complained of as untrue, distorted or improper, as the case may be, or that an
editor or a working journalist of a newspaper has committed any professional misconduct or
breach of the code of journalistic ethics.

8. Two copies of the complaint made to the Council shall be furnished to the Secretary
of the Council and may be sent by registered post or be otherwise delivered at the office of the
Council and an acknowledgement obtained therefor.

4. As soon as it is reasonably possible after the receipt of the complaint as aforesaid.
the Secretary shall place the said complaint before the Counecil.

5. (1) The Council shall thereupon consider the complaint and if it has reason to believe
that an inquiry should be made into such complaint, shall direct the Secretary to give to the

party against whom the complaint is made (hereafter referred to as the defendant) notice as
prescribed in Schedule III hereto of the date, time and place of the inquiry to be held by the

Council under the provisions of the Press Council Law.

(2) Where an inquiry is initiated by the Counecil of 1ts own motion, the provisions of
paragraph (1) of this regulation shall be complied with by the Council and the Secretary.

6. The Council shall give to the parties at least 14 days’ notice of the date of the inquiry.

7. (a) Either at the time the complaint referred to above is made to the Counecil or at
least 48 hours before the time fixed for the inquiry, the party making the complaint (hereinafter

called the complainant) shall furnish to the Council, a Declaration made before a Justice of the
Peace that there are no proceedings pending in any court of law in respect of the matter fixed

for inquiry by the Council.

(b) At least 7 days before the date of hearing the parties shall file with the Secretary to
the Council a list of witnesses and documents relied on by the parties and at the same time
deliver a copy of any such list to the other party to the case. No party shall be at liberty to
eall a witness or produce a document not so listed except with the permission of the Council,
proﬁded,however, that the Council may in its discretion summon any person as a witness or
have any document produced, though not listed.

(c) Any party shall be at liberty to apply for summons on any witness required for the
p&rty’s-case. Summons shall issue at the discretion and on the direction of the Council under
the hand of the Secretary and in the form prescribed in Schedule I hereto, upon the payment
of such charges or expenses as may be determined by the Commissioner, with the approval of
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the Council, as sufficient to defray the travelling and other expenses of the person summoned.
Such summouns shall be served by registered post or by any other means at the address of the
party summoned, and except where such summens when posted 1s returned undelivered, posting
by registerad post shall be deemed to be service on the person summoned.

8  The Counecil shall have full diseretion to postpone any inquiry at any time or to allow
or disallow any application made on behalf of either the complainant or the defendant for the
postponement at any time of the hearing of any inquiry and in such event, on such terms as to

costs as the Counecil may determine.

9. At any inquiry held by the Council. the Commissioner or the complainant or where
the inquiry has been initiated by the Council, then the Commissioner, shall in person or by a
authorised in writing set out the case against the detendant and shall

pleader or any agent duly
the complainant or Commissioner relies,

produce the evidence, oral and documentary on which
Witnesses called in support of the case mitiated by the Council or that for the complainant.
including the complainant if a witness, may be examined, cross-examined and re-examined In
the manner or proceedings in a court of law, without, however. strict regard to the law of
evidence or civil or criminal procedure.

0. Unless the Council thinks it unnecessary to call for a defence, at the end of the
initiated by the Counecil, or at such other date as the

case for the complainant or the inquuy |
any evidence, documentary or

Council may fix, the case for the defendant shall be set out and

oral, produced. Witnesses may be examined, cross-examined and re-examined as under

regulation 9.
11. The Council may at its discretion permit a complainant, defendant, the Commissioner
or a pleader or agent, as the case may be, an opportunity to address the Council on the law or

the facts relating to the case.

12. The Council shall, if the circumstances of the case warrant it, have the discretion,
vz mere motu or on the application of the cogmplainant, defendant or the Commissioner, to hold

any 1nquiry in camera.

13. (a) The Council shall have full discretion to award or refuse to award to any party
the costs of any inquiry. Costs shall not exceed In respect of any complainant or defendant
appearing in person a sum of Rs. 100 for each date of hearing or date fixed for hearing or where
the Commissioner appears Rs. 210 for each such date or where a pleader or agent appears
[t<. 1.050 for each snch date. Where more than one pleader appears the Council shall have the
discretion to limit costs to any one or more pleader or pleaders. o

(h) Wkere copies of documents produced and filed i any proceedings or copies ot
procceedings are required by any party complainant or defendant, the complainant or defendant

.+ his pleader or authorised agent shall make application to the Secretary for such copies to be
- ni<hed at the rate of 85 cts. per folio of 120 words, the minimum charge being Rs. 2.55 or in

- vase of photographs, pictures or cartoons or the like at the rate of Rs. 2.50 for size 67 x 47,
s 350 for size & x 6” or Rs. 7.50 for size 107 x 127, for each such document.

14. HEvery witness who gives evidence at any inquiry shall be required to make oath or
=-mation before such evidence is taken. |

15 The Council shall cause a record of the proceedings at every inquiry to be made
wiof 1o be maintained in its custody. The record shall bear a number and be captioned as a
notter bhetween the complainant or the Council and the defendant and shall further .contain

nal of all the events from the date of receipt or initiation of the complaint and up to
el of the inquary.

16 Any party complainant or the Commissioner or any detendant shall be entitled to
in rom the Council on application to the Secretary, a copy of the proceedings as.recorded,
1 by the Secretary on payment of the charges prescribed by the Council. The Commaussioner

¢ be required to make any payment for such copies. '

lE.---'

17 At the close of the case for the defendant or on such other date as the Council may
t» the parties, the Council shall unlegs the Complainant or the Commissioner, as the case
has failed to discharge the burden of satisfying the Council in regard to the matter of
nplaint, deliver its Order or make 1its censure in terms of section 9 of the Press Council
i oo nothe form set out in Schedule 1V hereto or substntially in such form.

i<, (a) Where a defendant after due notice does not appear at any inquiry or fails or
1< to appear throughout the inquiry, the Council sha_ll hold or continue to hold the inquiry
., tiw ahsence of the defendant and deliver its Order or make its censure unless the complainant
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Qor .-‘-[-]iE?H“(I‘%_H'l’ﬂ"l’].iHHTI}H[”.“ as the case may he has failed to t'liHL-.-]m-r';f.a'r* the burden oi H:ltiHIr.\‘H']g the
“Corineil in regard to the matter of the complaint.

(b) Where a. complainant fails to appear at an inquiry the Council shall be at liberty
o eonmdm’ the complaint in the absence of the complamant and to take all other steps as may
be NeCesSarY and proper according to Law as might have heen taken had the complainant been
P1 E“«elﬂ} |

19.  HKvery (erm delivered or censure made under section 9 of the Press Council Law

_Shall he Hlﬂ'll{‘d by {he Charman and the members of the Council present at the mquny and shall
| 1w w the seal ‘of the Council which shall be placéd thereon by t]m Secretary to the Council who

sh Lll antlmni cate 1t by placing his signature below the seal.

20, AVhere the Council determines that a person has committed any offence of conterapt
Cunder section 12 of the Press Council Law, the Council may cause the Decretary to transmit to

the Supreme Colllt a certificate m the form in Schedule T1 of these regulations or substantially
.in such torm.

21, ldvery summon issued by the Council shall be in the form in Schedule I of these
. regulations or substantially in such form.

) 22. The Council'may, for good cause to be recorded by it at the time, permit a departure
Tunm the course of the inquiry prescribed in the foregoing regulations.

23,

lixcept where otherwise stated, wherever in these regulations a notice, list, return

.or information or other document is required to be sent, furnished, filed, given or served, it shall
])L ﬁau{"‘huent to do @0 by registered post.

24. In these regulations unless the context otherwise requires—

| (u) the words complainant, defendant, Commissioner and Counecil shall include a
pleader or authorized agent appearing for such complainant, defendant,

Cominissicner or Council.

h) the d 'ty a1t 3 ' |

(0) the word party or parties shall mean the complainant, the defendant, the
(Commissioner or where the Council initiates the complaint under section 9 of
the Press Counci Law, the Council.

(¢) wecretary shall mean the Secretary to the Council.

SRI LANKA PRESS COUNCIL LAW, No. 5 OF 1973
Schedule I
IN THE PRESS COUNCIL O sRI LANEKA

SUMMONS TO A DPERSON TO ATTEND OR TO PRODUCE A DOCUMENT UNDER SECTION 11

MUTEEN .. - pen—— s S GRS SRS S .
[N dIess) ¢ o s rmenamismampsass sy goRs SRR S : B

%, You are hereby required at the mstance of the Complamant/Defendant/Counecil to attend
at the office of the Council to give evidence and/or to produce the documents listed below at an
mqun v tr} be held under the provision of the said Press Council Law.

i
J
i

You should be present at the said office on ..................... 21 [ —— a.m./p.m.

Failure without cause to appear before the Council at the time and place mentioned herein
or to produce the documents listed, shall be an offence of contempt under section 12 of the
. Press Council Law, No. 5 of 1973

By F | - Dy Order of the Couneil,
“‘ S Secretary.
(f&cmre?;c: of Couneil): o
l)nt‘ ........................ e e
% j Note.—A sum of Hs. .o s has heen deposited with the Council to defrav vour

travellino and other expenses.

g

S ——
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SRI LANKA PRESS COUNCIL LAW, No. 5§ OF 1973
Schedule II
IN THIE PRESS COUNCIL OF SRI LANKA

CERTIFICATE UNDER SECTION 12 (2)

L e T e

Whereas we e o o ven sseswerssa did o0 Or ABOUE THE oven veirinns vnmne oo dnn 65 Fonmmmamnn s sass day
OF on voviy s5eny o0 i S TEE s Liondts 197, . i cvnnns

And whereas the Couneil has determined that the said ..o has

% ; . L . . i 1 . . . ™ 3
thereby committed the offence of contempt against or in disrespect of the authority of the Council.

Lhe Council does hereby certify its determination that the said .o has
committed the offence of contempt within the meaning of the said term in section 12.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Chairman.

Iransmitted to the Supreme Court by

(Seal)
.................. bmretmy e
Address of the Comeil { & vvmiiiiimmmme vorns smmmones e
Date: . i e s
SRI LANKA PRESS COUNCIL LAW, No. 5 OF 1973
Schedule III
IN THE PRESS COUNCIL OF SRI LANKA
NOTICE TO A DEFENDANT
8 .
800 TR L
(Defendant)
Whereas a complaint has been received by the Council/the Council has reason to believe
BIEE cone cvmm spammos ssms smms vahLh AR o
2. You are hereby informed that the Council shall on the ........oooooooiiiiiii day
31 R T at cooeh i, a.m./p.m. hold an inquiry at its office at the address

stated below.

i)

5. You are entitled to appear at the said inquiry in person or by a pleader or by any

1eent duly authorized in writing.

4. Should you require thg attendance of any person as a witness or for the production of

wwodomument for the purposes ot your defence, you are required to make application for such

<= an accordance with the provisions of the Sri Lanka Press Council (Inquiries)
ons, 1973.—vide Gaf;eftﬁ/Emtmordinary NO. ¢ BT 5 s 5 e

By Order of the Council,

SRR BERED AR e AR R I e meaie

Secretary.
Vb CTTIEIL Y s tombmmanmmimamonms swems ssmens o
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SRI LANKA PRESS COUNCIL LAW, No. 5 OF 1973
Schedule IY
IN THE PRESS COUNCIL OF SRI LANKA

NOE e iesaviasses R S

()rde'rj (Oensure:

Whereas a complaint that the Defendant (name) of (address) has published 1n a newspaper
a statement, picture or other matter which is untrue, distorted or improper or has committed
professional misconduct or breach of the code of journalistic ethics.

And whereas the Council held an inquiry into the said complaint and 1s satisfied that it 1s
necessary to make Order or censure in terms of section 9 of the law.

Th> Council does hereby make Order/Censure as follows—

And the Council does hereby further Order that the Defendant abovenamed shall publish
in the nmewspaper ‘..., " the aforesaid correction/apology/Censure in the

following manner as determined by the Council.

1 PR S S S e T
Member
2- ..................... ‘A ma NN i S AERPRES B EEE IS ST FREENRE e
Member
- > S e
Member
PP PR
Member
s T —— ooy SR tesererevaseniaennas ereeeees
Member
5 W R S R
Member
Chairman.
(Seal)
Signature
Secretary.
Address of the Council:.....ovvivieiiiiiiiiaiisnsnsrsssesensaans
l‘)&te: ........................ ‘s BB EBEW I-I'rl'll-i'nin_+
6—734/2
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SRINTED AT THE DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, SRI LANKA (CEYLON)
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