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v {_AW TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A DRI
| \wxaA Press CounciL, TO REGULATE AND TO TENDER
\DVICE ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE PRESS IN
~pI [LANKA, FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF OFFENCES
CELATING TO THE PRINTING OR PUBLICATION OF
. ERTAIN MATTERS IN NEWSPAPERS AND FOR MATTERS

CONNECTED THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.

Uit enacted by the National State Assembly of the
ovuabhic of Sri Lanka as follows: —

. This Law may be cited as the Sr1 Lanka Press

wnell Law, No. 5 of 1973, and shall come 1nto opera-
t1n on such date as may be appointed by the Minister
by Order published 1n the Gazette.

PART 1
Tae Sr1 LankA Press CounNciL

2. (1) There shall be a Council which shail be
~niled the Sri Lanka Press Council (in this lLaw
referred to as * the Council 7)) consisting of the
persons who are for the time being members thereof
inder this Law.

(2) The Council shall, by the name assigned to it by
-ubsection (1), be a body corporate and shall have
perpetual succession and a common seal and may sue
and be sued 1n such name.

(3) The Council may, for the purpose of functioning
is a body corporate under this Law,

(a) acquire, hold, take or give on lease or hire,
mortgage, pledge and sell or otherwise
dispose of, any 1immovable or movable

property; and

(b) enter into and perform or carry out, whether
directly or through any officer or agent
aunthorized in that behalf by the Council, all
such contracts or agreements as may be
necessary in the exercise of the powers of the
Couneil.

3. {1) The Council shall consist of—

() the person for the time being holding office as
the Director of Information (in this Law
referred to as ‘‘ the Director ’); and
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(0) six other members appointed by the President,
of whom—

(1) one shall be a person to represent the
working journalists, such person being
selected from a panel of not more than
seven persons nominated by the

journalists’ associations in Sri Lanka,
and

(11) one shall be a person to represent the
Interests of the employees of news-
paper businesses. such person being
selected from panels of not more
than three persons nominated by each

registered trade wunion of such
employees.

(2) One of the members appointed by the President
shall be designated Chairman of the Council.

(3) No person who is or becomes a Member of the
National State Assembly shall be eligible for appoint-

ment, or to continue in office, as a member of the
Counecil].

4. (1) Every member of the ('ouncil. other than
the Director, shall, subject to the provisions of sub-
section (2), hold office for a period of three vears, and

shall accordingly vacate his office at the end of that
period.

(2) A member of the Council, other than the
Director, shall vacate his office as such member, other-
wise than by effluxion of time—

(@) upon his death: or

(b) if he resigns such office by writing under his
hand addressed to the President: or

(¢) if he is removed from office bv the President: or

(d) 1f he is adjudged by a competent court to be
insolvent or bankrupt or of unsound mind.

(3) A member of the Council shall not be removed
trom office unless the President is satisfied—

(@) that such member has become subject to the dis-

qualification set out in subsection (3) of
section 3; or

(b) that such member . has become permanently

incapable of performing his functions as a
member; or
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{c) that such member has done or committed any
act, matter or thing which in the opinion of
the President is of a fraudulent or an illegal
character, or which is likely to prejudice or
damage the interests of the Couneil.

(4) A member of the Council who is appointed in
place of a member who vacates his office, otherwis:
than by effluxion of time, shall hold office for the
unexpired period of the term of office of the member
whiom he has succeeded.

(5) Where a niember of the Council, other than the
Director, becoraes by reason of illness or other infir-
mity or absence from Sri Lanka, temporarily unable
to perform the duties of his office, the President may
appoimnt a person to act 1 his place 1n accordance
with the preceding provisions of this Law.

(6) A member of the Council who vacates his office
hy effluxion of time shall be eligible for reappoint-
ment. |

9. The members of the Council, other than the
Uirector, shall be paid remuneration for attendance
at meetings of the Council at such rates as may be
determined by the MMinister with the concurrence of
the Minister in charge of the subject of Finance.

6. (1) The quorum for any meeting of the Council
shall be five.

(2) Subject to the other provisions of this Law. the
Council may regulate the procedure in regard to the
meetings of the Council and the transaction of
business at such meetings.

7. The Council may act notwithstanding a
vacancy amongst the members thereof.

8. Subject to the provisions of this Law, the
objects of the Council shall be—

(1) to ensure the freedom of the press in Sri Lanka,
to prevent abuses of that freedom, and to
sateguard the character of the Sri Lanka
press 1n accordance with the highest
nrofessional standards;

(2) to ensure that mnewspapers shall be free to
publish as news true statements of facts. and
any comments based upon true statements of
facts;
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'3) to ensure on the part of newspapers and journa-
lists the maintenance of high standaras o
journalistic ethics, and to foster a due sensc
of bhoth the rights and responsibiiities of
citizenship:

improve methods of recruitment, education.
welfare and training in the profession of
journalism:

) to promote a proper functional relation among
all sections engaged 1n the produutmn ot
publication of newspapers. and the establisy-
ment of common services for the supply and

[ news as may from time to
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dissemination ot
time appear to be desirable:

‘) to undertake research into the use and needs o1
the press, to keep under review developments
likelv to restrict the supply of informa tuw o
nublic interest and importance and .,Iex-ﬂh_.p--
menta in the Sr1 Lanka press which may tenc
towards concentration or monopoly, and to

. sugoest  appropriate remedial measures 1n
relation thereto:

7y toadvise the Government on any matter pertain
ing  to the regulation and conduct o1
newspapers.

9. (1) Where, on receipt of a complaint made to 1t
or otherwise, the Ceuncil has reason to believe that
there has been published 1n a newspaper a statement,
picture or other matter which is untrue, distorted or
improper, as the case may be, or that an editor or a
working journalist of a newspaper has committed anv
mofewmml misconduct or breach of the code of

mrmnahatm ethies, the Council mav hold an mqul.ﬁl.

in the prescribed manner and if the Council is satis-

fied, after ociving the newspaper, the proprietor.

printer, publbher editor or fournalist cencerned an
0phortumtv of being heard, that it 1s necessaryv so to
do. 1t may either—

(<) order that a correction approved by the Co 111:*-11
be published in the appropriate newspaper; «

by censure the proprietor, printer, pubhbher
editor, journalist or other officer or authorits
of such newspaper; or

(#y order that an apology be tendered by such pro-
prietor, printer, publisher, editor, journalist
Or uther officer ot authority to the appropriate
part
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(2) In any inquiry under subsection (1) in pursu-
mnce of a complaint made to the Council the burden of
satisfying the Council in regard to the matter of anv
-omplaint, shall be on the complainant. In any inquiry
artiated by the Council of its own motion, the news-
naper, nroprietor, 91111‘5“ . publisher, editor or
‘}Oumalist, as the case mayv be, shall be furnished with
o statement of the material upon which the Imquiry
nas been 1nitiated by the Council and an opportunity
- z1ven to Such persons of challenging such material as
13 reasenable 1 the opinion of the Council.

ii‘} \\

(3) All corrections and » }mlomea ordered, and cen-
sures made, bv the Council unier bu.‘):?cuon (1) shalil
De pubhshed i such Hewspapes and i such manner |
ws may be deternuined by the Council.

4) Notiing 1n subsection (1 anali ha _
(a) to prev ent any person aggrieved by any matter
referred to in that bUi)bt’LtlQﬂ from 1nstitu-
ting or maintaining any proceedings 1n any
court of law in Ieapect of such grievance; or
() to emprm 1 tm (m ncil to hold an 1nquiry into
any matter 1n respect of which any proceed-

Ing 18 pe*mma‘ 111 a cours ot law,

(9) Any ovder or censure of the Council made under
subsection (1) shall be final and conclusive and shall
not be guestioned 1 anv court of law.

10. The Council may— oneral

(1) require the proprietor, printer, publisher. 773 %,
editor or journalist of anv newspaper to
turnish to the Council such returns and
information on such matters as it mayv deem
necessary for the purpose of performing its
functions under this Law:

2) prescribe a code of ethics for journalists;

3) subject to the provisions of this Law, make
rules 1n relation to its officers and servants.
including  their appointment, promotion

remuneration, disciplinary control, WeTfarﬁ-
conduct and the grant of leave to them :

(4) make rules in respect of the admlmstratmn of
the affairs of the Conncil;

2) study developments -which mav tend towards
monopoly or concentration of ownership of

. newspapers, ncluding a study of the owner-
shin and the financial wtructure of news-
papers, and suggest appropriate measures in

relation ther eto

a
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hold such enquiries af-'; may be necessary 1in
accordance with such provisions as may be
prescribed;

(7) promote technical or other research;

(3) draw the attenticn of the appropriate authori-
ties to any breach of the provisions of this
Law, or of any regulations made thereunder;
and

(9 do such other acts as may be incidental or con-
ducive to the carrying aat of the objects of
the Council or the exercise of 1ts powers under
thie Law,.

~4i. Tor the purpcse of any inquiry held by the
Counctl under this Law, the Council shall have al!
the powers of a District Court—

(a) to summon and compel the attendance of any
person ;
(b)Y to compel the production of documents; and

(¢} to aaminister any oath or aflirmation tc
any pPerson.

12, (1) Where any person—

(¢; without suflicient reason publishes any state-
ment or does anything that brings the Coun-
cil or any member thereof into disrepute

during the progress or after the conclusior
of any inguiry conducted bv such Council; or

(4) interferes with the lawinl process ot the Guu_m-.ij% |
or

(¢} 1n the course of an i1nguiry being held by the
Couneil under this Law—

(1) fails without cause, which in the opinior
of the Council 1s reasonable, to appear
before the Council at the time and
place mentioned 1n any summons
1ssued by the Council; or

(1) refuses to be sworn or having been duly
sworn, reiuses or fails without cause,
which in the opinion of the Counci
1s reasonable, to answer any questior
put to him touching the matters being
inquired into by the ‘ouncil, or

(111) refuses or iails without cause, which
in the cpinion of the Council is rea-
sonable, to produce and show to the
(Council any document or other thing
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which 13 in his possession or power
and whicn 12 i the opinion of the
Council necessary for arriving at the
truth of the matters being inquired
into by the Council,

such person shall be guilty of the offence of contempt

against or 1n dlbrebpeu, of the authority of the
Council.

(2) Where the Council determiines that a person has
committed any offence ofr contempt (referred to 1n
subsection (1)) against or in disrespect of its authority,
the Council mav cause 1ts Mmecretary to transmit to
the Supreme Court a certificate setting out such deter-
mination; every such certificate shall be signed by the
Chairman of the Council.

(3) In any proceedings for the punishment of an
offence of contempt which the Supreme Court may
think fit to take cognizance of as provided in subsec-
tion (5) hereunder, anv document purporting to be a
certificate signed and transmitted to the Court under
subsection (2) shald—

(@) be received in evidence, and be deemed to be
such a certificate without further proof un-
less the contrary 1s proved; and

(b) be conclusive evidence that the determination
set out in the certificate was made by the
Council and of the facts stated in the
determination.

(4) In any proceedings taken as provided in sub-
section (5) hereunder for the punishment of any
alleged offence of contempt against or 1n disrespect of
the auuhorltv of the Council, noe member of the Coun-
cil shall, except with his own consent, be summoned or
examined as a witness.

(5) Every offence of contempt committed against or
in disrespect of the authority of the Council shall be
punishable by the Supreme Court or any Judge there-
of under section 47 of the Courts Ordinance as though
it were an offence of contempt committed against or
1n disrespect of the authority of that Court.

13. In the case of anv cifence under this Law
committed by a body of persens—

(2; where the body of persons 1s a body corporate,
every director, secretary and officer of that
body corporate shall each be deemed to be
cuilty of that ofience; and

Cap. 8.
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(b) where the bodyv of persons is a firm, every
partner ot the firm shall be deemed to be
guilty of that offence:

Provided that no such person shall be deemed to be
cuilty of an ofience under this Law if he proves that
the offence was commitied without his knowledge or
that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the com-
mission of the offence.

14. In the case of anv offence under this Law com-
mitted through the means of a newspaper, the pro-
prietor, publisher, printer, editor and journalist of
such newspaper shall each be deemed to be guilty of
that offence:

Provided that no such person shall be guilty of an
ofience under this Law 1f he proves that the offence
was committed without his knowledge or that he exer-
cised all due diligence to prevent the commission of
the offence.

13. (1) Every person who publishes, or causes the
publication of, in anv newspaper,—

(a) any profane matter; or

(b)) any statement or matter concerning a person
which will amount to defamation of such
person within tie meaning of section 479 of
the Penal Code: or

(¢) any advertisement which is calculated to injure
public morality; or

(d) any indecent or obscene statement or matter.

shall be guilty of an olffence and shall, upon convic
tion, be liable to be punished with a fine not exceed-
ing five thousand rupees, or with imprisonment of
elther description for a term not exceeding two years
or with both such fine and 1imprisonment.

(2) For the purposes of this section—

(@) °° protane matter °° means any matter which is
intended to insult—

(1) any religion or the founder of any

religion ; t

(11) any deity or saint venerated by the
followers of anv religion; and

(b) *" 1ndecent or obscene statement or matter’’ shall

be deemed to be anv statement or matter

which 1s likely to deprave and corrupt

persons who may, having regard to all
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relevant circumstances, read or see that
statement or maftter.

16. (1) No person shall publish, or cause to be
published, in any newspaper, any matter which pur-
ports to be the proceedings or any part thereotf, of a
meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers.

(2) No person shall publish, or cause to be published

in any newspaper—
(a) any matter which purports to be the contents or
any part of the contents of any document sent

by or to all or any of the Ministers to or by
the Secretary to the Cabinet of Ministers; or

(b) any matter which purports to be a decision or
any part of a decision of the Cabinet of
Ministers,

unless 1t has been approved for publication in the
newspapers by the Secretary to the Cabinet of
Ministers.

(3) No person shall publish or cause to be published
1n any newspaper any official secret within the meaning
of the Oflicial Secrets Act or any matter relating to
military, naval, air-force or police establishments,
equipment or installation which is likely to be
prejudicial to the defence and security of the Republic
of Sr1 Lanka, unless such matter has been approved
for publication in the newspapers by the Secretary to
the Ministry in charge of the subject of Defence.

(4) No person shall publish or cause to be published
in any newspaper any statement relating to monetary,
fiscal, exchange control or import control measures
alleged to be under consideration by the Government
or bv any Ministry or by the Central Bank, the publica-
tion of which 1s likely to lead to the creation of
shortages or windfall profits or otherwise adversely
aftect the economv of Sri Lanka, unless such matter
has been approved for publication in the newspapers
by the Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the
subject 1n question.

(5) Subject to the preceding provisions of this
-ection, no person shall publish, or cause to be
nublished, 1n any newspaper, any proposal or other
natter, alleged to be under consideration by any
\Minister or any Ministry or the Government, when it
~ false that such proposal or matter is under con-
-ideration by such Minister, Ministry or by the

Publication
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Cap, 39.
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(rovernment. In any prosecution for a contraventior
of this subsection, the burden of proving that any such
proposal or other matter so published 1s false shal
lie on the prosecution.

(6) In this section—

(@) ‘* Cabinet of Ministers ’ includes a Committee
of Ministers appointed by the Cabinet of
Ministers;

() °° Government ™
Ministers:

(¢) " Secretary to the Cabinet of Ministers ’* in-
cludes an officer authorized in writing by the
Secretary to the Cabinet of Ministers for the
purposes of this section.

}

means the Cabinet of

F‘i

(7) Any person who contravenes any of the provi-
sions of this section shall be guilty of an offence and
shall, upon conviction, be liable to be punished with a
fine not exceeding five thousand rupees, or with
imprisonment of either description for a term not
exceeding two years, or with both such fine and

1mprlsonment .

17. In any proceedings at an inquiry before the
Council, the Commissioner or the defendant may
appear in person or by a pleader or any agent dulv
authorized 1n writing.

For the purposes of this section,
‘ pleader ° means an advocate or proctor.

the word

18. All sums paid or recovered by way of fines
under this Law shall be credited to the Consolidated

Fund.

PART 11
FIiNANCE

19. (1) The Council shall have its own Fund.

(2) There shall be paid into the Fund of the
Council—

(¢) all such sums of money as may be voted from
time to time by the National State Assembly
for use of the Council:

(b) all sums of money recetved by the Council in
the exercise, discharge and performance of
its functions, powers and duties including
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any registration fees that mayv ve recovered
from plOp’“lE‘tUIC: of neWspapers in terms of
regulations made under this Law: and

(¢} all donations, gifts or grants from any source
whatsoever.

(3) There shall be paid out of the rund of the
Council all sums of money required to deiray any
sxpenditure incurred by the C ouncil 1n the exercise,
._.Lmuharge and performance of its functions, power
ind duties, and all such sums of moneyv as arve required
0 be paid out of such Fund by or uncer this Law.

20. The provisions of Part 11 cf the '
No. 38 of 1971, shall, muiatis mutandis,
hnancial control and

ance Act,
apply to the
sccounts of the Councal.

)P uhe

21. The financial year of the Council shali

calendar vear.

PART 11!
(GENERAL

22. (1) For the purposes of this Law, the Conncil
mayv, with the concurrence of the Minister. appoint

a Press Commissioner who shall be the chief executive
ufﬁcer of the Council.

(2) The Commissioner shall act under the general
direction and control of the Council.

(3) The Commissioner may be paid such salary and
allowances as may be determined by the Minister with
the advice of the Council and the concurrence of the
Minister in charge of the subject of Finance.

23. (1) Subject to the succeeding provisions of this
section, the Council may appoint for the purposes ot
this Law, such officers and servants as it may deem
necessary.

(2) At the request of the Council anv officer in the
state service may, with the consent of that officer and
oi the Secretary to the Ministry 1n charge of the sub-
ject of Public Administration, be tempor aritly appoin-
ted to the stafi ‘of the Council for such period as may
be determined by the Council with like consent, or be
nermanently appointed to such staff.

Application
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(3) The provisions of subscciion (2) of st Ltli“"“l 9 of
the Motor Transport .Act, Yo é:: of 1957, shall.
mutatis mutandis, apply in relation to any r)fhce in
the state service who is temporarily dppmmed to the
staff of the Council, and the provisions of subsection
(3) of the aforesaid section 9 shall, muiatis mutandis,
apply in relation tc any officer in the state service who
1s permanently a,p}ro nted to such staff.

(4) Where tie Council emplo)

entered into a co 4 act with ti ¥

he hus agreed to serve the Lo a specliled
period, any period of u_i to the Council by that

Deraon shall be vegarded as service to the Govern-

ment for the purpose of discharging the obligations of

such comtract.

(5) At the reguest of the Council any member of
the Local Government Tgfn. = or any officer or servant
of any local anthority may, with the consent of such
member, officer or servani aﬂd the Local (zovernment
Service C-f)lmmab 1oTL OF H. 2 atml‘i:\ as the case may
be, be temporarily appointed to the stait of the Council
for such period as maa pe fM_ rmimd by the Council

rith like consent, or be permanently appomted to
-such staff, on such tferms md wndItlom including
those relating to pensicn or provident fund rights as
mayv be agreed upon by the Council and that Commiss-
sion or authority.
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(6) Where anx ?Tff'l“rﬂf}fi?l‘ of the Local Government
Service or any officer ¢r servant of any local authority
is temporarily appﬁmte] o the staff of the Council, he
shall be subject to tue same disciplinary control as any
other member of such staff. '

24. The Council shall comply with such ceneral
directions as mayv be given to the Council by the
Minister in accordance with the provisions of this
Law or of any regulations made thereunder.

25. Regulations may be made under this Law for
the reglstr&tlon the proprietors and editors of news-
papers 1n reapee- of their newspapers, and the levy
of fees 1n respect of such registration.

IS
e
Ol

26. For the purposes of this Law, the printer and
publisher of every mewspaper shall, on each day on
which such newspaper is publhhed or cn the day next
following which is not a holidayv, cause to be delivered
at the office of the Commissioner a copy of such
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newspaper and of every subsequent and other varied
edition or impression of such newspaper so printed
or published with the name and place of residence of
the printer or publisher thereof signed and written
thereon. after such name and address are printed by
his hand and in his accustomed manner of signing or
by some person appointed and authorized by him for
that purpose, and of whose appointment and authority
due mnotice in writing signed by such printer or
publisher is given to the Commissioner.

27. No civil or criminal proceedings shall he
instituted against any member of the Council or
against any officer or servant of the Council appointed
for the purposes of this Law for anv act which 1s n
good faith done or purported to be done hy him under
this Law. |

28. All officers and servants of the Council shall
be deemed to be state officers within the meaning and
for the purposes of the Penal Code.

| 29. The Council shall be deemed to be a scheduled
institution within the meaning of the Bribery Act and

the provisions of that Act shall be construed
accordingly.
30. (1) The Council may make rules—

(@) setting out a code of ethics for journalists, and

(b) in respect of the administration of the affairs ot
the Council.

(2) The Minister may make regulations for the pur-

pose of carrying out or giving effect to the principles

and provisions of this Law and for all matters required

by this Law to be prescribed or in respect of which

regulations are necessary or authorized by this Law.

(3) Every rule or regulation made under this section
shall be laid before the National State Assembly for
approval. Everv rule, or regulation which 1s se
approved shall be deemed to be valid and effectual as
though herein enacted with effect from the date of the
notification of such approval in the Gazetie or from
such later date as may be specified in such notification.
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31. Any person who discheys any lawiul order ot
the Counci! or 1 any other m nner contravenes any
provisions of this Law shall be guilty of an oifence
under this Law and shall uvon conviction after
summary trial before a *\136‘15:1_;1.158 be liable, except
as otherwise provided in this . Law, to a fine ol one
thousand rupees or to a term of imprisonment of eitner
description of one year or to both such fine and
tmprisonment.

32. (1) Nothing in this Law zpall be deemed to
requlre any newspaper, :ﬂi‘(“} riztor, printer, publisher.
editor or JOUI‘H&llbt to disclose the source of 1ntorma-
tion relating to any item of news published in any
newspaper.

(2) It shall be lawtul for any neWSpaper, proprietor.
printer, publisher, editor ov journaliist to disclose the
source of information in relation to any such item bv
way of defence at any inquiry under section 9 or an
pT“ObECthIOIl under section 16 (5).

(3) The provisions of subsection (1) shail have no
application to any other law or to am proceedlnga 10
relation to any newspaper, properietor, printer,
publisher, editor or journalist under the provisions of
any other law.

33. In this Law. unless the context otherwise
requires—

y

‘ Commissioner '~ means the Press Commissioner
appointed uncer this Law and in relation to
inquiries held wunder this Law and
proceedings before the Council, includes any
officer authorized in that behalf by the
Commaissioner:

b

‘newspaper ’’ means any paper containing public
news, 1ntelligence or occurrences prmted or
pubhshed in Sr1 Lanka, but doees not include
any proclamation, notice, or other public
paper printed and publis hed under the autho-
rity of the Government, or any paper
contammg only lists of cuirent pncej or the
state of markets, or accounts of the arrival,
salling or other circumstances relating to
merchant ships or vessels. or advertisements
of a commercial or like nature, or advertise-
ments previously published in the Gazetie;
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prescribed T means prescribed by regulations
made under this Law.

34. The provisions of this Law shall have effect  This Law to
wotwithstanding anything contained in any other g e ol
critten law, and accordingly in the event of anv law.
~nflict or inconsistency between the provisions of this

~aw and such other law, the provisions of thiz Law

-nall prevail.
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